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Systemic Racism That Asian Americans Have Experienced
Asian Americans are American citizens of Asian origin. They comprise Vietnamese, Chinese, Filipinos, Pakistani, Indians, and Cambodians, among others from the more comprehensive Asian origins. Chang (2017) suggests that their reference as Asian Americans began in the early 1960s when activists told that the Oriental American tag was derogative. In addition to that, the migration of Asian Americans into the United States dates back to 1865. They came into America to seek contract labor, where a majority settled for work in large sugarcane plantations and the transcontinental railroad. Nonetheless, anti-migrant movements started in the late 1800s leading to the Chinese exclusion act (1882), forcing the Chinese immigrants to withdraw into isolated areas where they engaged in casual jobs offered by fellow Chinese and other Asian businessmen (Dunigan, 2017). This paper aims to discuss the systemic racism that Asian Americans have experienced in the United States of America since they arrived as immigrants.
In the early 1800s, Asian immigrants came to America in large numbers in search of better opportunities. However, they faced numerous barriers that were influenced by "yellow peril," an ethnic slur used against them at the time (Hsu, 2017). Furthermore, the Naturalization Act of 1790 restricted citizenship grants to those of Asian origin, later extending to individuals of African descent and Native Americans, while still barring Asian migrants who settled in the United States. The phrase "Aliens ineligible for citizenship" was familiar and was used to legally restrict the rights of Asian immigrants without racially pursuing them. Moreover, during the same period, laws were enacted targeting Asian immigrants. For instance, the Chinese Exclusion Act restricted Chinese immigration and deprived Chinese citizens of citizenship (Dunigan, 2017).
Furthermore, the Angel Island Immigration Station held Asian migrants for two weeks or six months before entering America. In addition to that, laws were enacted from 1917 to 1924 that required immigrants to undergo literacy tests. Other laws enacted created the Asiatic Barred Zone, where immigrants from Asia were barred from entering America. For instance, the 1924 Immigration Act imposed restrictions on how Asian migrants allowed entry into America via national origins quotas (Zhao, 2016). The allocation ensured that only two percent of each nationality's total number would be issued with an immigration visa. It is important to note that this move excluded immigrants from Asia. Additionally, the law also excluded any immigrant individual from Asian lineage from naturalizing as a citizen.
Moreover, the ancient account about Asian Americans is one of a model minority. Coined during and post-World War II, the model minority concept avers that Asian American immigrants were the perfect migrants of color to America because of their commercial achievement (Hsu, 2017). Nonetheless, in America, Asian Americans have long been considered a menace to the country’s stability, hence the term "yellow peril," meaning unfit and unclean to be granted American citizenship. In addition to that, in the late 19th Century, American natives of white descent spread misinformation about Chinese migrants who settled in San Francisco, hence fueling the Chinese Exclusion Act's passage stated earlier. It is important to note that this act was the first law barring entry into America exclusively centered on race. Primarily, the act involved a 10-year pause on Chinese immigrants. In the early 20th Century, American bureaucrats who were administrators in the Philippines, then a United States colony, vilified Filipinos for their allegedly uncivilized and unclean physiques. In the Philippines, American health workers identified two enemies: tropical diseases festered in native Filipino bodies and Filipino insurgents working against American rule. By pointing to Filipino's medical and political tumult, these Americans justified their continued domination of the Filipino’s in their country.
In the account of systemic racism in America, Asian Americans have also experienced tragic and shameful events. One of the well-documented events is the Chinese massacre of 1871 (Lepage, 2017). During the 1800s, as more and more Chinese migrated into America, American natives began to distrust them. This mistrust gave rise to Chinatowns across American towns. These Chinatowns experienced acts of vandalism, arson, and lynching. More alarming was the government's decision not to intervene.
Furthermore, the regime went ahead and responded to "Sinophobia," a term describing the Chinese's fear at the time, by enacting the Chinese Exclusion Act that prohibited the Chinese from entering America. The 1871 Chinese massacre was one of the worst moments in American history. In 1871, Los Angeles was small, with a population of six thousand. Out of these, two-hundred were Chinese immigrants who formed their Own Chinatown. In the initial days of Chinese immigration, attacks were uncommon; however, towards the early 1870s, the tension between the natives and Chinese immigrants started to simmer. The tension peaked in the 1871 Chinese genocide (Lepage, 2017). Two opposing Chinese entrepreneurs fought over a lady and a shoot-out followed, leaving a white civilian dead. The death sparked anger and outrage among the natives who lynched the Chinese who they could find. Whereas some culprits were apprehended and taken to court, all charges were dropped on a technicality, leaving eighteen victims and their families without justice.
Another notable event that highlight racism targeting Asian Americans was the Japanese internment camps set up during World War II. According to Nakayama (2019), via executive order 9066, President Franklin Roosevelt established the Japanese internment camps where persons of Japanese descent were detained in isolation camps. In 1942 shortly after the Pearl Harbor bombing by Japanese troops, President Franklin Roosevelt engaged executive directive 9066 to prevent espionage within the American shores. Through the president’s order, military zones were established in Oregon, California, and Washington, American cities with vast Japanese Americans. According to Taylor (2020), President Roosevelt's orders commanded Japanese Americans' transfer into these camps. Weeks before the president signed the executive order; the American navy evacuated Japanese Americans from Terminal Island near the Los Angeles port.
Furthermore, in the December of 1941, just hours before Pearl Harbor was bombed by the Japanese, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had arrested and detained more than a thousand religious and community leaders of Japanese descent. They were detained for no reason and their assets were frozen. More than fifteen hundred Japanese were also arrested in Hawaii and were sent to detainment camps on the mainland.
The ugly face of racism targeting Asian Americans was also witnessed in Texas when the Ku Klux Klan harassed and threatened the Vietnamese American fishermen and other refugees who settled in Texas (Nguyen, 2020). During that time, it was the shrimping season in Texas, and tensions were high. During the early 80s, a group of refugees from Vietnam who fled the humanitarian crisis in their country had legally settled in the Galveston Bay area. Determined to earn a living, they resorted to shrimp fishing, much to the dismay of the natives who viewed them as competition. Tensions escalated and in 1979, a fistfight ensued between a Vietnamese and a white crabber was shot dead. In the hours that followed, Vietnamese boats were burnt and a crab plant where most Vietnamese immigrants worked was burnt to the ground. The two Vietnamese accused of killing the white crabber were acquitted on the grounds of self-defense. These activities caught the Ku Klux Klan's attention, which descended on Galveston Bay in 1981 to get rid of the Vietnamese for good (Nguyen, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the 21st century, even in American cities, predominantly considered multicultural, racism targeting Asian Americans is still predominant. For instance, in 2003, when there was the SARS outbreak, cities like Toronto, Texas, Los Angeles, Washington, among others, witnessed an increase in Anti-Asian discrimination much like at present. In the years that followed the SARS outbreak, Filipino and Chinese health workers decried increased racisms in their places of work. No amount of partisanship, not even being a front-line employee during an epidemic like covid-19, makes Asian Americans insusceptible to discrimination. Indeed, President Trump was at the forefront in calling the Covid-19 virus the “Chinese Virus” (Taskinsoy, 2020). The apprehension about Asian Americans is also fueled by Anti-Asian propaganda in the country, especially in the mass media. For instance, it is not yet clear what led to the murder of eight individuals in Atlanta area spas, six fatalities being Asian American ladies, but hate crimes against Asian Americans have been increasing in America since the first case of Covid-19 was confirmed (FAUSSET & VIGDOR, 2021). The first case of coronavirus was reported in Wuhan, China, but pandemics do not choose a race. Despite this knowledge, Asian Americans have continued to be used as scapegoats when such pandemics occur. Besides, hate crimes targeting Asian Americans, especially in learning institutions, have been rising, and the victims often get away with these crimes. For instance, the case of a sixteen-year-old Asian American student in California who his peers physically attacked after he was accused of having coronavirus (Capatides, 2020). According to Hall (2017), such cases are not taken seriously by the authorities because they are considered a minority group. In addition to that, Asian American history is not often spoken of, discussed, or taught because the American system was designed to see Asian Americans as of no significance in its history. A case in point is the model minority propaganda on Asian Americans (Hsu, 2017). With such narratives and judgments, crimes targeting Asian Americans will continue to occur because the penalties are not that severe to the culprits.
Moreover, despite many Asian Americans having high academic qualifications needed to serve in higher positions in American organizations, their number at the top management levels is countable across the nation. The situation is so dire that not even those who qualify for promotion into managerial positions get that opportunity. Women have not been left behind in this segregation. Their positions are limited, with the majority being housewives, for instance, those who are formally employed, those in the health sector experience the worst form of racial discrimination from their colleagues and the public.
Recommendations
Most of the measures proposed and advanced to deal with the challenges of Asian American discrimination do not involve the perpetrators or the victims. Many research entities, government agencies, and human rights organizations come up with less successful programs. It is incumbent to include the affected people right from the early stages when the problem is identified. Besides, reconciliatory services are also crucial in curbing this menace. The hatred, tense relations, and acts of discrimination can be reduced by adopting reconciliatory mechanisms. For instance, the perpetrators should be brought down to a level of acceptance, where they accept their ills and they accept change. However, reconciliation can only work where individuals learn to respect other cultures, hence seeing things differently. Furthermore, civic consciousness is not an option but a must for American society to overcome this vice. Americans must understand that racial discrimination has consequences.
In summation, from the first time the first Asians arrived in America, Anti-Asian racism started. Such signs involved acts of resentment and biases. For close to 200 years, Asian Americans have not enjoyed equal rights and opportunities than white Americans. Asian Americans have been subjected to physical attacks, harassment, imprisonment, hostility, and even murder. The Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882 was in itself the climax of numerous acts of racial discrimination, with this ethnic group being singled out and consequently being barred from coming to America. Therefore, this move was later followed by immense denial of the Japanese, who sought to be accorded equal treatment in citizenship, ownership of property, among other pertinent human rights. The atrocities were so apparent that Asian Americans were never allowed to testify in court. In recent times, these acts of racial discrimination had started to decline, but the Covid-19 outbreak has resulted in the vice cropping up in different aspects of life. For instance, the coronavirus has been labeled the "Chinese Virus," with many countries denying Asian nationals from entering their borders due to the fear propagated about the pandemic's origin. Although many Asian Americans are some of the most educated persons in America, they are few at the top management positions in American institutions. The reason is that there are artificial barriers created to ensure that individuals from a particular ethnic background do not rise to the top levels. The consequences of this discrimination have been tense relationships, negative stereotypes, and hate. In an attempt to address these challenges, some of the proposed solutions include creating cultural awareness, training victims and perpetrators, and exposure to discriminatory actions.
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